
 Key Stage 1 HISTORY  Planning through stories 
 
National Curriculum Requirement Year 1 (examples) Year 2 (examples) 
Changes within living memory Transport  History of our school 

 
Compare Queen Victoria and her time with 
Queen Elizabeth 11 and her time 
 

Events beyond living memory The Suffragettes The Plague and Great Fire of London 
The lives of significant individuals compared 
with those from different times 

Captain James Cook and Neil Armstrong Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole 
compared with Edith Cavell 
 
LS Lowry compared with Pieter Bruegel the elder 

Significant events, people and places in the 
locality 

How the news of Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar 
reached London via Dorchester 

Judge Jeffreys 
Thomas Hardy and William Barnes 

 
 
Reception:   My parents’ childhood   My grandparents’ childhood    Family history 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Key Stage 2 HISTORY 
 
National Curriculum Requirement Year 3 Year 4 
A study of an aspect or theme in British 
History that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 AND has a local 
historical aspect 

Ships and Seafarers to include: 
• Did the weather defeat the Spanish 

Armada? 
• The arrival of the Black Death in 

Weymouth 
• Pirates & smugglers (Moonfleet) 
• The Slave Trade (Drax Estate)  
• Famous ships and their fate 
• Coverage of significant amount of 

geography mapwork, etc 

WW2, Evacuees, The Battle of Britain, Nothe 
Fort, The Bouncing Bomb (Chesil and the 
Dambusters) 

British history from the stone age to 1066 
AND has a local historical aspect 

Cross-curricular topic on The West Dorset 
Ridgway 

Incorporating: 
• Rocks and geology of downland 

(science) 
• Biodiversity of the landscape (science) 
• River systems (see geography) 
• Saxon settlement and culture in Dorset 

and beyond 
• Viking invasions and settlement, 

Danegeld  
• ATC 
• Coming of Christianity 

 
 

Mini Topic Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age: 
• Neolithic farming and beaker culture 
• Bronze Age and Stonehenge 
• (County Museum service?) 
 



  The Roman Invasion 
• Celts and Iron Age Culture 
• Maidun and Maumbury, hillforts, 

Durotriges, Bouddica, Caractacus 
• The Roman Empire 
• Roman Durnovaria 
• The Town house and Roman city walls 
• ATC 

 
 


